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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Sri Lanka Govt Actions will Exacerbate the Humanitarian Crisis

TRO Headquarters
Kilinochci
10 September 2008

It is with great concern that Tamils Rehabilitati@nganization (TRO) learns of the Government of [%mka’s
(GoSL) order to the United Nations and international Non Goweental Organizations (NGOs) to withdraw all
expatriate and national staff and their physicaktsfrom the Vanhi Even more disturbing is the fact that these
international organizations, other than ICRC, hamasle statements that they will adhere to the Galidt @vithout
any protest.

TRO Will Continueto Provide Humanitarian Relief in War Affected Areas

TRO wishes to inform the International Communitattif RO and other Vanni based local NGOs (LNGOs) wil
continue to provide humanitarian assistance t®28®&000 internally displaced persons (IDRs)rrently displaced
due to the GoSL's military offensive and the bongband shelling of civilian areas. TRO is has beemnking in
the area for 23 years and will continue do sopfiears that the UN and international organizatensys desert
the people they assist when they are most in need.

Humanitarian Assistance Severely Curtailed

The withdrawal of the UN and iNGOs from the Vaniill everely impact the level of humanitarian atsise that
the IDPs receive and will remove the last “impditiaternational witness to the immense civiliamfering and
war crimes that the GoSL'’s military offensive isnumitting. As noted in pasSituation Reporfspublished by
TRO, the humanitarian situation was already ciiitthae to rapid and repeated displacements ovepdst¢ few
months, ongoing GoSL restrictions and embargoethertransportation of humanitarian relief itemghe Vanni,
and the reduced access for the humanitarian contyntivit the GoSL has had in place for the past years.
There are currently shortages of food, medicinen-food relief items (NFRI) and temporary sheltertenials.
There are no stocks of food and any further digpteent will have disastrous effects.

Mr. Jegas, TRO Kilinochchi District Director, stdtéhat, “Now that the international organizatiome departing
there is the fear among the people that the Srk&dakrmy and Air Force will expand the targeting @vilian

buildings and IDP camps to further terrorize thegde.” The bombing of Kilinochchi Town by the SLrA+orce
Wednesday morning (10 September 2008) is indicatfverhat is to follow once the international orgeations
have withdrawn.

Humanitarian Assistance vs. Development

The Defence Secretar@otabhaya Rajapaksmisses the point entirely when he states that,Currently nobody
can do any development work in that area. So thex@reason for them to stay in KilinochchiThis deliberately
misleading statement belies the fact that moshefiNGOs and UN Agencies in the Vanni have beended on

! The Vanni consists of the parts of Kilinochchi, Mullaitivu, and Vavuniya Districts controlled by the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)

100,000 IDPs were displaced between 2006 & early 2008 and over 150,000 have been displaced in the past 3
months. (Source: Government Agent and local officials)

3 Humanitarian Crisis in the Vanni - 1 Sept 2008
(http://troonline.net/Humanitarian%20Crisis%20in%4#H20Vanni%20-%201%20Sept%202008) pdf

4 http://www.bbc.co.uk/sinhala/news/story/2008/09/888 gotabhaya ngos.shtml
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emergency humanitarian relief for the past two yemnd not development and that even with the effoftl5
international NGOs (OXFAM, FORUT, CARE Internatidn&ave the Children in Sri Lanka, SOLIDAR, DRC,
SEED, SEVALANKA, NPA, NRC, WUSC, CARITAS/HUDEC, ZOAWorldVision, IOM), 4 UN Agencies
(WFP, UNDP, UNICEF, UNHCR) and the ICRC the humamén situation was rapidly spiralling downward wit
all indicators, such as malnutrition levels, stgadiimbing.

Most of these international organizations have beerking in the Vanni for the past twenty years \pding

humanitarian assistance in the education, heakhaosater and sanitation, rehabilitation and emergemelief

sectors — they were not, especially since the R#igg administration took office in December 200%esting in
significant developmental activities. The removathese INGOs will leave a large gap in the quaditg quantity
of the humanitarian assistance that the IDPs receiv

Witnessto Attacks on Civiliansand Humanitarian Situation

The exclusion of the international organizatiorsrirthe Vanni is just the most recent attempt byGb&L remove
the impartial third party witness to its atrocitidis process began soon after the current adiratien took office
with the abduction and execution of the 7 TRO stadimbers in January 2006 by paramilitary forcesdlio the
GoSL and was followed in August 2006 by the exesytiby GoSL forces in Muttur, of 17 members of the
international NGO Action Contra Le Faim (ACF). Ovke past two years a total of 60 humanitarian eslhave
been killed.

The GoSL has sought to limit access by internatiempatriate staff to the NorthEast by first ingtiihg a strict
“work permit” system in 2006 for expatriate staffdathen cancelling and/or limiting the number ofrkeisas
issued to the humanitarian agencies and imposinglimately restrictive rules and refusing to exteishs.

M edia Access Banned

The GoSL also prohibits media access to the Vandi ather war-affected areas so as to limit intéonal
coverage of the conflict and violations of intefoaél humanitarian and human rights law. The iraéomal
organizations were, after the departure of thelL&rika Monitoring Mission (SLMM), the last source sidich
information and the now GoSL has silenced them.
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